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The story has been told more than once.
According to the Dragon Con compen-
dium, by 2000 Pat and Sherry Henry
were feeling the strain. They had a small
but vibrant comic store business, and
they were managing a growing con-
vention which began as a “hobby” but
was now much more. In his interview
with Ann Hoevel and Emanuella Grin-
berg for CNN, Henry remembered that
he and his wife withdrew to the second
floor of the Hyatt to catch their breath.
As he reflected on the wear and tear of
the convention he concluded: “we're
too old for this. This hurts too badly.
We are way too heavily invested in this
thing.” Dragon Con’s attendance had
hit 20,000, and the con now spanned
the Hyatt Regency Atlanta, Atlanta Mer-
chandise Mart, and the Atlanta Apparel
Mart. Perhaps it was time to step away.
It was then that a moment of magic
happened that changed the course of
Dragon Con.

At the very moment Patand Sherry Hen-
ry were on the second floor thinking
about stepping away from the conven-
tion, they heard a bustle down below
in the lobby. The sound of marching
echoed up from the lobby along with
a buzz from the crowd. Peering over
the balcony, the Henrys saw the throng
of attendees separating “like the Red
Sea” to make room for the 501st Le-

gion marching in formation, escorting
Star Wars actors David Prowse (Darth
Vader) and Jeremy Bulloch (Boba Fett)
through the Hyatt enroute to a panel. It
was a sight that struck a chord in them.
According to Henry: “Sherry and | look,
and we shake our heads, and we say,
‘we can’t quit.” It was really moving.”

The 501st Legion is an internationally
known Star Wars costuming club that
specializes in Imperial Stormtrooper
costumes. With thousands of members
spanning over 60 countries, it is one of
the most visible and popular manifesta-
tions of Star Wars fandom today. Such
was not always the case. The 501st Le-
gion (Vader's Fist) was the brainchild of
Albin Johnson.

In 1996, Johnson (who hails from South
Carolina) was recovering from a traf-
fic accident that cost him his left leg.
Johnson’s recovery included multiple
surgeries over more than a year, but
he eventually returned to work where
he and his coworker/friend Tom Crews
began talking about Star Wars. George
Lucas was working on the special edi-
tion theatrical re-release of the original
Star Wars trilogy, and the fandom was
about to explode. The two began to
reflect on the Imperial Stormtroopers.
Stormtroopers were, as Johnson wrote
on his blog, “the original space com-
mandoes, bad asses in gleaming white

armor, soulless black eyes, and snarling
grimaces on their faces.” That led John-
son to then ask whether he could get a
stormtrooper costume. He did, and a
phenomenon was born.

By the time the special edition of Star
Wars Episode Six: Return of the Jedi ar-
rived in theaters, Johnson and Crews
each had a set of armor. They decided
to wear their armor to the theater, and
Johnson was struck by the reaction.
When he’d attended earlier special edi-
tion showings by himself (in his armor)
the crowd had been thrilled but tend-
ed to treat him as a “museum piece,”
a unique one off. When Johnson and
Crews showed up together, the crowd
was thrilled and a little bit intimidated
by the presence of “a unit.” From those
initial moments in a South Carolina the-
ater, Johnson and Crews used the inter-
net to connect with other stormtrooper
costumers across the country and Cana-
da and began to build a club.

Johnson, Crews, and their newfound
friends decided that they would all
meet at the 1998 Dragon Con conven-
tion in Atlanta, Georgia. Johnson con-
siders the 1998 convention the “first
official event for the 501st Squadron.”
This was the first “face to face” meet-
ing of members from across the nation.
Club membership stood in the 60s, but
the experience of the group at Dragon
Con in 1998 was mixed at best. John-
son found it difficult to sell the
concept of a club to people,
but two events defined what
Johnson refers to as “securing
a beachhead” at Dragon Con
1998: one, escorting Anthony
Daniels to the stage for the Mas-
querade (Daniels was MC), and
two, escorting Cheralyn Lam-
beth, costumed as Princess Leia,
at the Star Wars Track costume
contest. Of these two, clearly
the costume contest escort was
more pivotal.

Read the full article and the rest
of the parts on the Daily Dragon
website!
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Revelers poured into the Marriott lobby
Wednesday night at T1PM for “Onesie
Wednesday.” The celebration began
in 2021 as an informal meeting of pa-
jama-clad friends and has become an
official Dragon Con event, attracting
hundreds.

The event started small. Dragon
Con volunteers Chris Hamilton and
Brenda Huapaya planned to re-
unite the Wednesday before Drag-
on Con in 2021. Huapaya recounts,
“Chris jokingly asked if wearing
a onesie counted as cosplay, and
| told him, ‘Of course it does!"”

Convening in onesies became a tra-
dition for the group. And the group

began to grow as word spread among
volunteers. In 2024, Huapaya acciden-
tally made the recurring event public
on Facebook. As RSVPs began to pour
in, she knew the cat was out of the bag.
The next year, Onesie Wednesday saw
even higher engagement. Huapaya
credits Onesie Wednesday’s contin-
ued success to its attendees: “Give
them a fun idea, and they’ll run with
it wholeheartedly, with pride in one
hand and a rum bucket in the other!”

Onesie Wednesday does not strictly re-
quire traditional footed pajamas. Some
wear kigurumis, some wear footies,
and some even wear athleisure. Hua-
paya remarks that the only requirement

is that the clothes are comfortable.
As Dragon Con Thursdays grow busi-
er, so do the preceding Wednesdays.
Huapaya opines, “So many people
arrive on Wednesday to beat the rush
that, ironically, the rush now starts on
Wednesday. For those who aren’t vol-
unteering, it's a chance to decompress
from the stresses of life, reconnect with
friends, and enjoy a little calm before
Dragon Con officially starts.” Gathering
in the Marriott lobby is convenient for
host hotel guests, but Onesie Wednes-
day is for all. In Huapaya’s own words:
“We've all been away for almost a year,
caught up in our everyday lives, so the
feeling when we finally return is simple:
‘Welcome home.””
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Hy = Hyatt

M = Marriott

Hil = Hilton
W = Westin

CG = Courtland Grand
AM2/3 = AmericasMart Bldg 2/3

The following previously confirmed
guests are unfortunately not able to
attend Dragon Con 2026: Jamie Bam-
ber, John Billingsley, John Glover,
Alex Kingston, Sophie Nélisse, Billie
Piper, Amanda Tapping, David Ten-
nant

ADDITIONS

*NEW?* Kevin Maquire will be on “Su-
pergirl & Lobo: An Unlikely Team-up”
Saturday 4PM, 204] (AM2).

Georgie Leahy will be on “An Hour
with Georgie Leahy!” Friday 7PM, Sa-
lon (Hil).

Alex Matsuo and Jon Michael will be
on “The Haunted Castles of New En-
gland” Saturday 10AM, Athens (CG).

Georgie Leahy will be on “Helluva
Boss Cast” Saturday 7PM, Salon (Hil).

Jon Michael will be on “Spectral Slan-
der: The Bathsheba Effect” Sunday
10AM, Athens (CG).

Georgie Leahy will be on “Meet the

Hellaverse Cast” Sunday 4PM, Salon
(Hin).

CANCELLATIONS

*NEW?* Judy Stephens will not be on
“Dating Game” Saturday 10PM, Inter-
national South (Hy).

Aaron Sagers will not be on “On the
Mothman Trail” Friday 4PM, Athens
(CG).

Raychelle Burks will not be on “Su-
pergirl: Woman of Tomorrow” Friday
5:30PM, M302-303 (M).

Viv Medrano will not be on “Meet the
Hellaverse Creator!” Friday 7PM, Salon
(Hil).

Aaron Sagers will not be on “Talking
Strange: Haunted Lore vs. Haunted His-
tory — LIVE!” Saturday 5:30PM, Capitol
Ballroom (CG).

Aaron Sagers will not be on “The In-
vestigation vs. the Edit: Paranormal TV
Debated” Sunday 11:30AM, Athens
(CG).

Aaron Sagers will not be on “Para-
normal Caught on Camera: Unseen &
Behind the Scenes with Aaron Sagers”
Sunday 5:30PM, Athens (CG).

Ben Browder will not be on “The Stars
of Farscape: We Don’t Say Goodbyes”
Monday 10AM, Peachtree Ballroom
(W).

UPDATES

“Producing Puppet Short Films and
Puppet Media” is now Friday 10AM,
A703 (M).

“Family & Friends at Nevermore:

Wednesday Cast” is now Friday
11:30AM, Centennial II-IV (Hy).

Friday Parties & Events

The Dragon Con Cotillion:
Discovering the Ruby
Dragon

We've transformed the Con into a slice
of Regency life where you can mingle,
dance, and compete to be crowned
the most remarkable attendee...our
Dragon of the Con! Learn historical
dance steps, take a turn on the floor,
and show off your period look or fanci-
est cosplay. Friday 5:30PM-8PM, Capi-
tol Ballroom (Courtland Grand).

3

Improvised Dungeons &
Dragons LIVE!

Back by popular demand, Dungeon
Master Mark Meer, celebrity guests,
and members of Atlanta’s own Dad'’s
Garage Theatre Company act as impro-
visers attempting to survive with only
their wits, character sheets, and high
charisma stats. No board, no script, yes
costumes. Friday 7PM, Peachtree Ball-
room (Westin).

3

Subspace Rhapsody Picture
Show & Sing-Along

Prepare to embark on a musical Trek
Track tradition! Our Directive? To sing
and dance our way through the first-ev-
er Star Trek musical episode, shadow
cast-style! Friday 4PM, Imperial Ball-
room (Marriott).

(€]
The Fantasy Gather

A celebration like none other as fans
gather to meet and celebrate the color-
ful and diverse world of Literature. You
will be sure to leave with signed books

to add to your collection! We have so
many authors that we could not list
them all. Friday 8PM-12AM, Interna-
tional North-South (Hyatt).

3

Friday Night Costuming
Contest

Entrants compete in Youth, Novice,
Journeyman, & Professional categories
in this workmanship costume contest.
Cheer on your favorites & vote for the
Social Media Fan Favorite on Face-
book. Friday 8:30-11PM, Atrium Ball-
room (Marriott).

(€2

Klingon Karaoke (Honor)
You won't need to speak Klingon (or
Klingonese) to board our vessel for this
musical journey. Sing with honor, and
don’t behave like a filthy targ! (Mature
Audiences). Friday 10PM-12:30AM,
Galleria 2-3 (Hilton).

3
An Evening in Bree

The annual celebration with live music,
dancing, and High Fantasy frivolity.
Plus, the much-anticipated costume
contest and awards! Friday 8:30PM-
11PM, Grand West (Hilton).

3
Paint the Night Fantastic:
After-Hours Artistry!

Unleash your inner artist at our exclu-
sive paint party! Surround yourself with
fellow creatives, and enjoy a vibrant
evening of artistic expression where
every stroke is a celebration of imagina-
tion. Friday 10PM-12:30AM, Hanover
AB (Hyatt).

Dragon Con'’s Pin-ups by the
Pool

Don your sauciest poolside attire!
There’s gonna be a pin-up competition!
Register for the competition poolside
30 minutes before the party begins.
Judges will be mixing and mingling in
the fray, so don’t be a wallflower. Re-
member the judges love a nerdy twist
to your pin-up creation! Friday 8:30-
11PM, Pool and Courtyard (Courtland
Grand).

3
K-Pop Dance Party

Bring your best moves to the K-pop
Dance Party with D) Tiger Scratches
and D] IC3NIN3—featuring your favor-
ite K-Pop tunes and videos, past and
present! Friday 10PM-2AM, Salon (Hil-
ton).

3

Zombie Prom: Class of 1987

Celebrate 40 years of Dragon Con with
a neon-soaked ‘80s Undead bash!
Shuffle in like a mall rat after hours for
big hair, synth jams, and total Romero?-
style Zombie swagger. Relive VHS?era
horror, arcade thrills, and prom?night
glitz as we honor the golden age of the
Living Dead in gory retro glory. Friday
10PM-2AM, Imperial Ballroom (Marri-
ott).

3

Check out the Parties and Events pages
on the Daily Dragon website for more!
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Daily Dragon Social

Don’t miss the latest Dragon Con
news and announcements. Follow
@daily-dragon on BlueSky!

(€

Costuming Exhibit

Some of Dragon Con'’s finest cos-
tumes are on display for your won-
derment. Be amazed and inspired by
these incredible works of craftsman-
ship, artistry, and ingenuity. Friday—
Sunday 10AM-8PM, 305 (Hilton).

3

Headless Lounge

Is your costume head, helmet, or
mask getting too hot to handle but
you don’t want to ruin the illusion by
taking it off in the crowd? Rejoice!
The Headless Lounge is back—you
can relax under the fans, get a cold
drink of water, & cool down before
your (refreshed) character returns
to the masses. Friday-Sunday 2:30-
11PM, 308 (Hilton).

3

Check out the Parties and Events
pages on the Daily Dragon website
for more!

o

JOYSTICK

—————C GAMEBAR—
Arcade Gaming
with Joystick

Come get your “game on” at the pop-
up from our friends at Joystick Gamebar,
Atlanta’s official retro arcade. Classic ar-
cade cabinets and pinball machines are
on FREE PLAY, located in the old Beni-
hana space of our beloved food court
in Peachtree Center Mall. Live long
and party on! Wednesday 6PM-4AM;
Thursday-Sunday 10AM-6AM; Mon-
day, T0AM-5PM.

Hope A¢tlanta
Dragon Con'’s Official 2026 Charity.
Follow the link via the QR code or text
HOPEATL to 24365.

bit.ly/DragonConGivesBack




