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Back to the Battlestar by Nancy Northcott

Lena Headey: Winning the Game by Debbie Yutko
Cersei Lannister may have lost in the 
end, but Lena Heady ‘s magnificent 
portrayal of the queen in the HBO 
series Game of Thrones won the ad-
oration of viewers worldwide. That 
icy stare, that cold voice, that merci-
less smile—Headey depicted Cersei 
with seemingly effortless ease. Cersei 
wasn’t her only role as an intimidat-
ing woman. Among numerous other 
characters, Headey has also played 
the savvy huntress Angelika in The 
Brothers Grimm, the formidable Queen 
Gorgo of Sparta in 300 and 300: Rise of 
an Empire, the resolute Sarah Conner 
in the TV series Terminator: The Sarah 
Conner Chronicles, and the cut-throat 
Ma-ma Madrigal in Dredd. No wonder 
her fans packed the Marriott Atrium 
Ballroom on Saturday at 2:30PM for 
her panel “Long May She Reign: An 
Hour with Lena Headey,” moderated 
by Rob Roberts.
The queen arrived with regal grace, 
then said in a relaxed drawl, “What’s 
up?” After the laughter subsided, 
Headey added that this was our 40th, 
but her first, Dragon Con. She was 
impressed by our commitment in this 
heat. “That’s all I can think as a meno-
pausal woman,” she added with a 
laugh. After a quick introduction, the 
Q&A began.
In her replies, Headey talked about 
her experiences during the filming 
of Game of Thrones. The writing, she 

On Friday at 5:30PM, cast members 
of Battlestar Galactica (BSG) joined 
moderator Tony P. Henderson in Hyatt 
Centennial II-IV for an hour of questions 
and answers. The audience responded 
with cheers and thunderous applause 
as Henderson announced guests Tricia 
Helfer, James Callis, Edward James Ol-
mos, Mary McDonnell, Grace Park, and 
Aaron Douglas.
The first questioner explained the 
Dragon Con Bunny Hutch and asked 
the guests how they would dress up 
for such an event. McDonnell replied 
that she would dress as a Cylon be-
cause “I spent six years wondering, 
‘where do they get those clothes?’ 
while I always wore that same suit.” 
Helfer said she had once done a Play-
boy cover and so could go as herself. 

noted, was incred-
ible. Even so, she 
wasn’t thrilled with 
the idea of Cer-
sei’s *overly inti-
mate* relationship 
with her brother. 
Before trying out 
for the role, Peter 
Dinklage showed 
her the script, told 
her she’d dig it, 
and impishly add-
ed that little tidbit 
about the twins. 
Headey’s response 
was, “Well, let me see…”
As the series progressed, Headey real-
ized that Cersei was actually “really fun-
ny and a prototype feminist.” At times, 
it was difficult for Headey to keep the 
plot a secret—especially when imbib-
ing a bit too much, but she noted that 
the terror of being fired helped.
Headey spent a lot of time trying not to 
laugh on set. She couldn’t look at Con-
leth Hill, who played Lord Varys, be-
cause he would always make her lose 
it. “He’s so naughty,” she said. When 
asked what Cersei would be like on so-
cial media, Headey replied that she’d 
probably be drunk-posting all the time 
and furiously deleting everything the 
following morning.
When asked how she would compare 

her mothering skills to Cersei’s, she 
joked, “Cersei taught me how to par-
ent. I think she could help a lot of par-
ents.” Getting more serious, Headey 
said didn’t realize until she had children 
how strong that tie can be, how you 
“can love someone in such an incon-
ceivable way…unfathomably.”
Inevitably, a fan asked what Head-
ey thought of Cersei and Jamie’s final 
scene in the series. “If we can all have 
a moment of silence,” Headey com-
manded. After a dignified pause, she 
added, “I was displeased.” 

Read the full article on the Daily Dragon 
website!

The next questioner asked whether 
anything amazed the actors on the first 
reading of a script. Olmos answered 
that the best such event was at the 
reading of the story that revealed the 
five previously unknown Cylons. Mi-
chael Hogan, who played Colonel Tigh, 
slammed his script onto the table, an-
nounced, “This is b------t,” and walked 
out. Douglas added that the actors’ re-
actions were the same ones they used 
while filming the revelation scene.
The subject then turned to which scenes 
the actors read in their auditions. Most 
of the panel didn’t remember, but Callis 
said he and Helfer read on January 6, 
didn’t get a call back until March, then 
read, had a work session, and did a stu-
dio test. He described the studio tests 
as brutal. They’re held with every po-

tential actor in the room, and those who 
don’t make it are told then and there, in 
the room. “It’s tough to come back from 
that tap on the shoulder in front of ev-
eryone,” he said.
Callis added that he auditioned five 
times for Baltar. He and Helfer were the 
last ones cast and the first ones filmed.
When asked about their favorite epi-
sodes to film, Douglas quipped, “One 
I wasn’t in.” McDonnell cited the epi-
sode “33,” which was the first episode 
of the first season. She felt that it con-
veyed “the urgency of being chased, 
of what we were inside of.” Olmos sec-
onded that.
Callis’s favorite was the episode that 
had him being tortured in a tank all day. 
Park doesn’t have favorite episodes 
so much as favorite scenes. She men-
tioned the one in which Helo, played by 
Tamoh Penikett, had to kill her charac-
ter Athena. She described him as look-
ing “really rugged.”
Douglas mentioned the episode “Dirty 
Hands,” which has his character, Chief 
Tyrol, discussing all that has happened 
with McDonnell’s character, President 
Laura Roslyn. He described McDonnell, 
with apologies to their colleagues, as 
the finest actor he had ever worked 
with. “She looks in your eyes,” he said,” 
sees into your soul, and then reaches 
in and messes with it.” As the audience 
laughed, he added, “A scene with her 
changes you.”
Read the full article on the Daily Dragon 
website!
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Daily Dragon Social
Don’t miss the latest Dragon Con 
news and announcements. Follow  
@daily-dragon on BlueSky!


Robot Battles™

Where homemade robots battle for 
mechanical supremacy. You’ll come 
for the metal-on-metal mayhem 
& stay for the crunching carnage! 
Setup for builders at 10AM. Battles 
continue till 3:30pm. Monday 11 
AM–2PM, Regency VI-VII (Hyatt).


Dragon Con Closing 

Ceremonies
Our 40th Dragon Con comes to a 
close. Join our Co-Chairs Rachel 
Reeves and Mandy Collier, and let us 
know how we did!



2026 Dragon Award Winners

Schedule Changes Hy = Hyatt
M = Marriott

Hil = Hilton
W = Westin

CG = Courtland Grand 
AM2/3 = AmericasMart Bldg 2/3

The following previously confirmed 
guests are unfortunately not able to 
attend Dragon Con 2026: Jamie Bam-
ber, John Billingsley, John Glover, 
Alex Kingston, Sophie Nélisse, Billie 
Piper, Amanda Tapping, David Ten-
nant
CANCELLATIONS
*NEW* Alex White will not be on 
“Writing Star Trek” Monday 10AM, Gal-
leria 2-3 (Hil). 
*NEW* “X-Men ’97 Guests” Monday 

10AM, Atrium Ballroom (M).
*NEW* “Battlestar Galactica: Back on 
Earth” Monday 11:30AM, Centennial 
II-IV (Hy).
UPDATES
*NEW* “Star Trek Actors Q&A” is now 
Monday 10AM, Atrium Ballroom (M).
*NEW* “The Stars of Farscape: We 
Don’t Say Goodbyes” is now “Claudia 
Black Live!” Monday 10AM, Peachtree 
Ballroom (W).

SHOUT-OUTS
From: Mac Sandridge
To: Tracey Carlson
Happy anniversary Tracey, it’s been 20 
years since the day we met and it is only 
more fun with each passing year! 

From: Gateway411
To: MystiqueSociety
You’re here with me in spirit bumhug, I 
miss you. Love always.

Hope Atlanta
Dragon Con’s Official 2026 Charity. 
Follow the link via the QR code or text 
HOPEATL to 24365.

The winners of the 11th annual Dragon 
Awards, a fan choice award program 
to recognize the best in books, comics, 
games, and filmed entertainment, were 
announced Sunday. The Dragon Award 
winners are: 
Best Science Fiction Novel
Operation Bounce House by Matt Din-
niman

Best Fantasy Novel (Including Para-
normal)
Twelve Months by Jim Butcher

Best Young Adult/Middle Grade 
Novel
Ride or Die by Delilah S. Dawson

Best Alternate History Novel
The Winds of Fate by S.M. Stirling

Best Horror Novel
King Sorrow by Joe Hill

Best Illustrative Book Cover
Hemlock & Silver by T. Kingfisher

Best Comic Book/Graphic Novel
Something is Killing the Children by 
James Tynion IV and Werther Dell’Ed-
era

Best Science Fiction or Fantasy TV 
Series (TV or Internet)
A Knight of the Seven Kingdoms, HBO

Best Science Fiction or Fantasy 
Movie
Project Hail Mary by Phil Lord and 
Christopher Miller

Best Digital Game
Hollow Knight: Silksong, Team Cherry

Best Tabletop Game
Forgotten Realms: Heroes of Faerûn, 
Wizards of the Coast

Eugie Foster Memorial Award for 
Short Fiction
“Wolf Moon, Antler Moon,” A.C. Wise

Mike Resnick Memorial Award for 
Short Fiction
“UFO TKO,” Eric J. Juneau

Hank Reinhardt Fandom Award
Dan Carroll

Attention Crawlers! Spoilers Ahead!  by C Hamilton

Come get your “game on” at the pop-
up from our friends at Joystick Gamebar, 
Atlanta’s official retro arcade. Classic ar-
cade cabinets and pinball machines are 
on FREE PLAY, located in the old Beni-
hana space of our beloved food court 
in Peachtree Center Mall. Live long 
and party on! Wednesday 6PM–4AM; 
Thursday–Sunday 10AM–6AM; Mon-
day, 10AM–5PM.

Arcade Gaming 
with Joystick

Late on Saturday night, after curse 
words and sexual themes were fully on 
the table for the evening, on the lower 
level of the Hyatt Hanover C-E, fans met 
to discuss the book series that has tak-
en over the convention this year. You’ve 
been seeing it everywhere, and even if 
you don’t realize you’ve seen it…you 
have. And as much as I’d like to spend 
the next several paragraphs singing the 
praises of the series, that is not my job. 
Alas. However, please allow me to in-
troduce you to our lord and savior Prin-
cess Donut, and her manservant Carl, 
along with the panelists of the “They 
Will Not Break Me” panel, presented 
by the Sci-Fi literature track.
The panel opened with a question 
from the moderator, Judy Black, that I 
think all of the current fans would love 
a chance to answer. “What is the mo-
ment that you had the, ‘Oh no, this is 
about to become my entire personal-
ity?” For panelist Candy Atkins, it was 
the moment the cat started to talk. For 
Crystal Cleveland, and she asks that 
you do not draw conclusions about 
this answer, it was when she found out 
the AI had a foot fetish. Other panelists 
cited interesting item descriptions that 
made them laugh or the mere fact that 
they, themselves, were a cat dad. The 
final answer came from DC Zev, and it 
was an interesting one.
“I had not read Dungeon Crawler Carl,” 
they said. “[Dragon Award cocktail re-
ception] last year, 7:00 pm, The Westin 

Overlook, [Matt Dinniman] had a line of 
people, of course. I’d hosted it for sev-
eral years, and this was the first author 
that had that kind of line. So I was, like, 
well, this is somewhat of note. But the 
guy was really nice, and that stuck with 
me. He was kind.” And that stuck with 
them enough that when they found the 
time just a few months later, they mara-
thoned through all 8 books in approxi-
mately a month, so quickly, in fact, that 
they considered them one book. And it 
opened the door to checking out more 
LitRPG, something that hadn’t held 
much interest for them before then. 
That question naturally led to asking the 
panelists how many people they had in-
doctrinated, much to the amusement of 
the crowd. It is a universal experience it 
would seem; please do not ignore the 
fact that I have personally now written 
two articles about DCC for the Dragon 
and I have a third one on the schedule. 
While each had at least one, all agreed 
that they hoped to have many many 
more.
From there, the discussion did move 
into more plot related topics and here 
I will give a spoiler warning, as all eight 
books were up for discussion. Topics 
covered favorite moments, with most 
singing the praises of the moment 
when Carl kills Loita, or when Donut 
confronts Bea. The things not only the 
panelists but the audience were most 
keen to speculate on were the eventual 

fates of favorite characters, and many of 
them seem very grim. People discussed 
what may or may not happen for Sa-
mantha, if she will ever get a body. But 
the real bone of contention is what will 
happen to Donut and Carl, the main 
characters. While everyone generally 
agreed it is extremely likely Donut will 
live, not everyone felt good about how. 
Multiple panelists speculated that she 
may return to being a normal cat if she 
is able to leave the dungeon, losing 
her sentience, either against her will or 
by choice, and no longer be the wom-
an we’ve come to know and love. Carl 
had, in the opinions of the entire panel, 
a much more tragic path ahead of them. 
The general consensus is that the series 
is likely to end with the heartbreaking 
text: This message is from a deceased 
crawler. 
For my part, if I may editorialize briefly, 
I hope it doesn’t. As horrific and dev-
astating as the series can be, there is 
a throughline of revolutionary hope in 
Carl’s story. When we get to the end 
of the series, I want to believe the man 
who carried us all this way would give 
his main character a good ending. Or, 
at the very least, maybe the joke dog 
ending…I’d take either.

Read the more articles on the Daily 
Dragon website!


