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Embracing the Outcasts by Debbie Yutko

Navigating Genetic Reality           by Jared Austin

Fans of the Netflix hit show Wednesday 
were treated to a Q&A with cast mem-
bers Isaac Ordonez (Pugsley) and Evie 
Templeton (Agnes) at the panel “Family 
& Friends at Nevermore: Wednesday 
Cast” on Friday at 11:30AM in Hyatt 
Centennial II–IV. Moderator Carol Mal-
colm began the hour with a few ques-
tions before pivoting to those posed 
by the audience. The two young actors 
seemed refreshingly enthused and truly 
delighted to answer them all.

If they could be any other character on 
the show or have their power, Temple-
ton would choose to be a werewolf, like 
Enid. Ordonez thinks it would be cool 
to be a vampire, but he thinks having 
psychic visions would also be fun. He 
doesn’t like being the target of zombie 
vomit, though, particularly when the 
substance used on set is a nasty, chunky 
fluid that might be pea soup. Temple-
ton had difficulties of her own, like per-
forming when CGI would be used to fill 
things in later. It’s a tricky, complicated 
acting process, since it requires imagin-
ing something that isn’t there yet.

A memorable moment for Templeton 
was when she was performing the 
dance scene. She’d practiced a lot, but 
during filming, she ended on the wrong 
leg and had to switch to the correct 
one. The mistake stayed in the final edit 
because it showed that her character 
had just learned the dance. She also re-
counted a difficult but enjoyable scene 
for her where Agnes shows her vulner-
ability. A tough scene for Ordonez? The 
zombie vomit again, he joked.

Ordonez particularly enjoyed the fight 
in the tower and the bonfire scene. He’s 

a night owl, so he loves working late. 
Templeton liked having to play around 
with vocal tonality while portraying Ag-
nes’s disembodied voice.

Both were happy to spend time with 
such an amazing cast. When the first 
season began, Ordonez was told he’d 
only be in the first and fifth episodes. 
Later, he learned he would be in all 
eight. They would get scripts as they 
were being written, which was a chal-
lenge because they didn’t know what 
was going to happen to their charac-
ters or how they were going to devel-
op. Templeton didn’t know Agnes’s 
backstory for some time, but once re-
vealed, it explained why she felt like an 
outcast. Even among outcasts, Agnes 
doesn’t think she fits in. Pugsley, on the 
other hand, idolizes his dad and wants 
to be like him. Ordonez feels the same 

Pop culture makes cloning look as sim-
ple as tapping into amber-trapped mos-
quitoes or an overnight transformation 
through injection. The reality inside the 
lab is messier, far more expensive, and 
humbled by the intricacies of reproduc-
tion that we still do not understand well. 
On Friday at 10AM, the Science Track 
hosted “30 Years of Real-Life Cloning: 
Where Are We Now?” in Hilton 209–
211. Moderator Vaughan James led a 
discussion with biotech experts Topher 
Hunter, a veteran in medical device bio-
logics; Dr. Jennifer Hardee, a Yale PhD 
specializing in engineered T-cells; and 
Dr. Eric Hall, a Stanford PhD bridging 

way about his own dad.

Templeton is looking forward to find-
ing out how Agnes’s relationship 
with Wednesday and Enid will devel-
op. They’re a year older than Agnes, 
though, so Templeton wonders if Ag-
nes will make some friends her own 
age. Ordonez thinks it would be funny 
if Wednesday has to go to Pugsley for 
help and she needs him as a brother, 
“not just as a tool.”

Both actors were impressed with 
the props on set—the crystal bowl, 
Wednesday’s room with the glass win-
dow, the science lab, the books where 
each page is filled with print, the fake 
bombs to throw into the lake. Some 
props weren’t quite so exquisite.

Read the full article on the Daily Dragon 
website!

digital biology and translating to clini-
cal uses.

The panel began by looking back three 
decades to Dolly the sheep, named for 
the late Dolly Parton. Dolly made global 
headlines as the first mammal success-
fully cloned. The panelists emphasized 
the sheer odds involved. It took more 
than 200 attempts before one worked. 
Dr. Hardee read the paper and deter-
mined that the scientists in the lab got 
lucky. Even modern attempts still often 
resemble “shotgunning the process 
and hoping one egg works.”

A major barrier between sci-fi imagi-

nation and real science is epigenetics. 
Dr. Hall explained DNA expression 
through methylation, likening it to “the 
road cones of the genetic highway.” In 
reproductive cloning, scientists take 
the cell, remove the nucleus, and re-
place it with the nucleus of the animal 
they are trying to clone. The epigenetic 
signature is wiped and reestablished 
multiple times, introducing subtle vari-
ations that researchers still cannot fully 
dictate. Environmental impacts over 
time also impact DNA and we don’t 
understand that well. To truly clone, we 
need control over the entire process 
from beginning to end, and there’s 
still so much we just don’t understand 
about the human body.

Hunter also highlighted structural hur-
dles in primates: two crucial motor 
proteins required to pull chromosomes 
apart during cell division are closely 
bound to the nucleus, and those get 
ripped apart when the nucleus is re-
placed, which is one reason why hu-
man reproductive cloning has never 
succeeded.

The speakers made a clear distinction 
between reproductive cloning (making 
full organisms) and therapeutic cloning 
(replicating cells or tissues).

Read the full article on the Daily Dragon 
website!
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Daily Dragon Social
Don’t miss the latest Dragon Con 
news and announcements. Follow  
@daily-dragon on BlueSky!


Coffee & Coloring

Ease into your day at Dragon Con 
with a quiet space to relax and color. 
We’ll have copies of this year’s col-
oring book for sale. No need to wait 
in line at Starbucks—the hotel has 
coffee and tasty treats available right 
outside the room. Saturday–Sunday 
8:30–11AM, Augusta E–H (Westin).


Salon du Cospl-AID

Brighten up your morning with a truly 
Victorian experience: dressing help 
from a lady’s maid or valet, provid-
ed by the wonderful volunteers of 
the Cospl-AID group. Drop in if you 
need assistance, or some finishing 
touches, to feel your very best in your 
cosplay. Friday 8:30–11AM, Augusta 
(Courtland Grand).


Headless Lounge

Is your costume head, helmet, or 
mask getting too hot to handle but 
you don’t want to ruin the illusion by 
taking it off in the crowd? Rejoice! 
The Headless Lounge is back—you 
can relax under the fans, get a cold 
drink of water, & cool down before 
your (refreshed) character returns 
to the masses. Friday–Sunday 2:30–
11PM, 308 (Hilton).


Coloring for Charity

Chill out while you color to the lo-fi 
nerdy beats, and raise money for this 
year’s charity, NAMI Georgia. Thurs-
day–Sunday 7PM–12AM, The Learn-
ing Center (Hyatt).

Check out the Parties and Events 
pages on the Daily Dragon website!

Spectrum: A Rainbow 
Flag Party

Dragon Con’s LGBTQI+ & allies geeky 
Pride Party! This year’s theme is Q-To-
pia: Post Apoc. DJ NeonHorror starts 
with club versions of favorite Sci-Fi 
tunes & quickly progresses to House 
Music. 18+ to party; 21+ to drink. For 
ease of entry, get your pre-check wrist-
bands outside the room from 2pm-
9pm. Saturday 10PM–2AM, Regency 
VI–VII (Hyatt).


10 Forward Party

DJ Yehttee is your helmsman for a mu-
sical journey through time in a dance 
party that brings you the best from the 
classics to today and beyond. Saturday 
10PM–2AM, Imperial Ballroom (Marri-
ott).


Cartoon Bebop Lounge 

Experience an intergalactic way-station 
of chill atmosphere, lo-fi music, and 
spacey vibes on Saturday night. Live 
DJ, lounge chairs, and cold drinks await 
your stay! Make a quick stop or spend 
a few hours! Saturday 8:30–12AM, 
Grand West (Hilton).


The Last Party on Alderaan

Dragon Con’s premier house, EDM, 
pop, any type of music dance party! 
You never know who might drop by, 
but you can bet the party will be jump-
ing for hours. Tonight we’re going to 
party like it’s the end of the world as we 
know it... Saturday 10PM–2AM, Salon 
(Hilton).


The Cults of Dragon Con 

Costume Contest
Marriott carpet attire! Dancing T-Rexes! 
Googly eyes galore! Badge ribbons, 
flaming speakers, and more! Paying 
tribute and adulation to the Dragon 
Con cults in this one wacky evening 
of clever costuming. We award the 
best of the best. Could it be YOU who 
takes home the grand prize? Hosted by 
Crispy & friends. Saturday 7:30–9PM, 
Grand Ballroom A-F (Courtland Grand). 
Contest registration 5:30–6:30PM, 
Piedmont (Courtland Grand).



Big Damn Game Show!
Experience the geeky game extrav-
aganza that Game Show & Fishing 
Monthly call ‘The best game show at 
Dragon Con….but could use more red 
wigglers.’ (Mature Audience). Saturday 
10PM–12:30AM, International North 
(Hyatt).


Rocky Horror Picture Show 

with LDOD
Give yourself over to the absolute plea-
sure with Lips Down on Dixie, Atlanta’s 
premier shadowcast of RHPS, as we 
take in the #1 midnight movie of all 
time! This time-warping treat’s just a 
jump to the left! Sunday 12:45–3AM, 
Centennial II-IV (Hyatt).



Dragon Con Burlesque: A 
Glamour Geek Revue

You’ll thrill to the finest performing 
artists this country can offer—AND the 
most glamorous geeks imaginable! 
21+ Sunday 12–2:30AM, Grand Ball-
room A–F (Courtland Grand).

Saturday Parties & Events

Hope Atlanta
Dragon Con’s Official 2026 Charity. 
Text HOPEATL to 24365 to donate or 
follow the QR  code below.

The following previously confirmed 
guests are unfortunately not able to 
attend Dragon Con 2026: Jamie Bam-
ber, John Billingsley, John Glover, 
Alex Kingston, Sophie Nélisse, Billie 
Piper, Amanda Tapping, David Ten-
nant

ADDITIONS

Kevin Maquire will be on “Supergirl & 
Lobo: An Unlikely Team-up” Saturday 
4PM, 204J (AM2). 

Alex Matsuo and Jon Michael will be 
on “The Haunted Castles of New En-
gland” Saturday 10AM, Athens (CG).

Georgie Leahy will be on “Helluva 
Boss Cast” Saturday 7PM, Salon (Hil).

Jon Michael will be on “Spectral Slan-
der: The Bathsheba Effect” Sunday 
10AM, Athens (CG).

Georgie Leahy will be on “Meet the 
Hellaverse Cast” Sunday 4PM, Salon 
(Hil).

CANCELLATIONS

*NEW* Kevin Bankston will not be on 
“Transhumanism, Post-Humanism & 
the Delusions of Billionaires” Saturday 
10AM, 313-314 (Hil).

*NEW* Jeff Hays will not be on 
“Screams from Inside the Booth: True 
Confessions of an Audiobook Narrator” 
Saturday 10AM, Embassy CD (Hy).

*NEW* Kevin Bankston will not be on 
“Hegseth vs. Anthropic: The Push to 
Remove all of the AI Safeties” Saturday 
5:30PM, 313-314 (Hil).

*NEW* Kevin Bankston will not be on 
“AI & Copyright for Creators” Sunday 
2:30PM, 313-314 (Hil).

Judy Stephens will not be on “Dating 
Game” Saturday 10PM, International 
South (Hy).

Aaron Sagers will not be on “Talking 
Strange: Haunted Lore vs. Haunted His-
tory – LIVE!” Saturday 5:30PM, Capitol 
Ballroom (CG).

Aaron Sagers will not be on “The In-
vestigation vs. the Edit: Paranormal TV 
Debated” Sunday 11:30AM, Athens 
(CG).

Aaron Sagers will not be on “Para-
normal Caught on Camera: Unseen & 
Behind the Scenes with Aaron Sagers” 
Sunday 5:30PM, Athens (CG).

Ben Browder will not be on “The Stars 
of Farscape: We Don’t Say Goodbyes” 
Monday 10AM, Peachtree Ballroom 
(W).

Schedule Changes Hy = Hyatt
M = Marriott

Hil = Hilton
W = Westin

CG = Courtland Grand 
AM2/3 = AmericasMart Bldg 2/3

Sweet Puppetry Track Memories by Amy Herring
Puppeteers, makers, and enthusiastic 
fans evoked highlights of “Dragon Con 
40th Anniversary: Puppetry Track Mem-
ories” at 7PM Friday in Marriott A704 
(the home of more puppetry track thrills 
this weekend). Raymond Carr served 
as moderator and was ably assisted 
by puppeteers and makers Kathleen 
O’Shea David, Aretta Baumgartner, 
Broderick Jones, and Beau Brown (Pup-
petry Track director), with Whitney 
Carnes (Puppetry Track volunteers co-
ordinator and Puppet Slam stage man-
ager).

One of two such tracks in fan conven-
tions nationwide, Dragon Con’s Pup-
petry Track is easily the largest event.  It 
all started with a puppet slam in Dad’s 

Garage theater (Atlanta) and two pup-
pets who morphed into Bob and Carl, 
Sci Fi Janitors featured on Dragon Con 
TV. Their creators were approached 
to host a puppet slam variety show for 
adults at Dragon Con. That success led 
to creation of the Puppetry Track.

Panelists recalled with pride guests 
they had recruited or appeared with 
over the years at Dragon Con includ-
ing the late Caroll Spinney and Adam 
Kreutinger, Heather Henson, Dave 
Goelz, Peter Linz, Leslie Carrera Ru-
dolph, Barnaby Dixon, and Mary Rob-
inette Kowal, among others.   They 
also gave examples of Puppetry Track 
events that had been especially mo-
mentous to them, including puppet tea 

parties and fashion shows, Lip Sync-
a-Palooza match-ups between either 
puppet ninjas or   gladiators, puppet 
Lip Sync-a-Palooza, and puppet maker 
workshops and related Q&A panels.

Carr emphasized that participants of-
ten returned to the Puppetry Track and 
made friendships that last for years. He 
invited all to come to the panels, hang 
out and learn something. And, I gath-
ered, have a roaring good time.


