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DCTV 
Hyatt: 55    Marriott: 56

Courtland Grand: 46    Westin: 42 
Hilton: 51

DCTV LAND
Hyatt: 56    Marriott: 57

Courtland Grand: 47   Westin: 43    
Ritz-Carlton: 43

Omni Atlanta Hotel: 79/3
Hotel Indigo: Lobby

Streaming Channels and Schedule:
https://dragoncon.tv

DragonConTV

An Exciting Time to be a Nerd: A 40th 
Special Series (Part 1)   by Kevin Shirley 

Dragon Con’s Official Charity: Hope Atlanta  
by Daily Dragon Staff

American popular culture in the 1980s 
was filled with landmark works that 
have defined many of Dragon Con’s 
fandoms. The original Star Wars trilogy 
concluded, Star Trek was well into its 
era of major motion pictures and Next 
Generation launched, Aliens made its 
way onto the big screen, and Doctor 
Who was in its 23rd season. By 1984, 
Dungeons & Dragons (created by Gary 
Gygax and Dave Arneson) was selling 
750,000 copies of its gaming rules 
and guides per year. Richard Garriott’s 
Ultima established the basic param-
eters for computer-based role-play-
ing games. Names like Frank Miller, 
Alan Moore, Dave Gibbons, and Art 
Spiegelman were launching genre-de-
fining titles like Watchmen, The Dark 
Knight Returns, and Maus. Science 
fiction and Fantasy publication in the 
form of mass market paperbacks was 
an industry of its own. Atlanta in the 
80s enjoyed a rich and vibrant pop 
culture landscape, with bookstores, 
comic shops, fan and gaming clubs, 
and (of course) conventions. According 
to Dave Merrill, Chairman Emeritus of 
Anime Weekend Atlanta, the mid 80s 
in Atlanta was “an exciting time to be 
a nerd.”

The convention scene in Atlanta re-
ally developed an identity of its own 
when the Atlanta Comics and Fantasy 
Fair launched in 1975. A convention 
trying to bring fans “together under 
one roof,” for more than two decades 
it was a mainstay of Atlanta convention 
culture. According to Merrill, “it had 
all the ingredients … we’d recognize 

as a con – costumes, vendors, a movie 
room, guest lineup of artists, writers, 
editors, and it all took place over a 
weekend in one place which allowed 
late night parties.” In 1979 the conven-
tion became the Atlanta Fantasy Fair 
(AFF) and began publishing Visions, a 
literary and art magazine that doubled 
as the convention’s program book.

With the turn of the decade, the AFF 
continued to grow, and Atlanta Comic 
Con launched. In 1981 the Atlanta Star 
Trek Society launched Dixie Trek on 
the campus of Oglethorpe Universi-
ty. According to Merrill, 1982 saw the 
AFF “step up to the big leagues” with a 
guest list that included (among others) 
Frank Miller and Philip Jose Farmer. In 
1984, the AFF moved into the Omni/
World Congress Center, the Atlanta 
Comics Festival filled the space left by 
the demise of Atlanta Comic Con, and 
over at Oglethorpe, Dixie Trek wel-
comed Guest of Honor Mark Lenard 
(Sarek).

The 1986 AFF was large, robust, well 
attended, and had a dedicated gaming 
hall. In that hall, not only was TSR (Tac-
tical Studies Rules)—then publisher of 
Dungeons & Dragons—hosting gaming 
tournaments but a local gaming club 
was as well. That club was the Dragon 
Alliance of Gamers and Role Players 
(DAGR), the founders of Dragon Con.

Read the full article and the rest of the 
parts on the Daily Dragon website! 

around services, behavioral health ser-
vices, and veteran services. 

Hope Atlanta serves all community 
members in need, including individu-
als, families, senior citizens, children, 
veterans, and those living with HIV/
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Each year, Dragon Con commits to 
helping the local community by raising 
funds and providing a dollar for dollar 
match up to $150,000, an increased 
match of $25,000 from last year. Our 
charity partner this year is Hope Atlan-
ta, Georgia’s longest-standing non-
profit committed to preventing and 
ending homelessness for the last 125 
years. They have helped thousands 
of low-income to very-low-income in-
dividuals and families to obtain hous-
ing and achieve security and stability 
by working hand-in-hand with them 
and connecting them to the resources 
they need to achieve self-sufficiency. 
There is no one-size-fits-all solution, so 
Hope Atlanta offers a comprehensive 
approach to street outreach, housing 
solutions, case management, wrap-

AIDS. The need for Hope 
Atlanta’s services has re-
cently grown, the call 
volume increasing from 
3,000 to 15,000 calls each 
month, or approximately 
five times more people 
reaching out for help. 
Over 35% of Hope Atlan-
ta’s clients are families with 
children. 

Throughout the conven-
tion, there will be oppor-

tunities for you to help this incredible 
cause. Keep your eye out for ways to 
donate, including auctions, special 
events, and collection buckets in var-
ious locations. You can also follow the 
link via the QR code or text HOPEATL to 
24365.
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Daily Dragon Social
Don’t miss the latest Dragon Con 
news and announcements. Follow  
@daily-dragon on BlueSky!


Just the FAQs

Registration Hours
THU: 10AM–10PM

FRI: 8AM–10PM
SAT/SUN: 8AM–9PM

MON: 8AM–4PM
Pre-registration and Disability Ser-
vices are located in the Courtland 
Grand. VIP Badge Pick-up is located in 
the Marriott: room L503 for Eternals, 
room L508 for other VIPs.

Vendor Hall and  
Comic & Pop Artist Alley 

Hours
FRI/SAT/SUN: 10AM–7PM

MON: 10AM–5PM

Walk of Fame and  
Art Show Hours

FRI: 1–7PM
SAT/SUN: 10AM–7PM

MON: 10AM–5PM

Dragon Con Store Hours
Marriott Store

FRI/SAT/SUN: 10AM–7PM
MON: 10AM–5PM

Courtland Grand Store
THU: 8AM–10PM

FRI: 8AM–5PM
SAT/SUN: 8AM–4PM

Blood Drive Hours
Hyatt Conference Level (LL3)

WED: 11AM–8PM
THU/FRI/SAT/SUN: 10AM–7PM

MON: 9AM–3PM

Parade Check-In 
Courtland Grand Georgia Ballroom 

THU: 9AM–9PM 
FRI: 9AM–8PM

Check the mobile app, the Quick 
Start Guide, or the Daily Dragon 
website for more information on 
hours and locations! 

MSFM Onesie Party
So many fandoms...so little time! At 
the Thursday night MSFM Onesie Mix-
er, you can meet & hang out with fans 
of all the different shows in our track as 
we get to know each other with fun & 
games! Come break the ice in your fa-
vorite onesie, costume, or comfy-casu-
al con couture & chill with us. Thursday 
7–9:30PM, Chastain DE (Westin).


Bunny Hutch Party  

and Costume Contest
Start your Con with an Ode to the 
mash-up. Put your best spin on the 
classic Bunny or Hef for the contest, 
where creativity, process, originality, 
and construction is considered. Cos-
tumes are not required though themed 
cosplay is encouraged. Thursday 
10PM–2AM, Atrium Ballroom (Marri-
ott). Contest prejudging (advance sig-
nups only), Thursday 5:30–9:30PM, 
A601–A602 (Marriott). This event is 
21+; ID required.

 
80s Prom! Back to the ’80s: 

40 Years of Fandom
Dance into Dragon Con’s 40th with 
a totally rad ’80s Prom! Neon vibes, 
iconic hits, and late?night magic col-
lide – so let’s dress to impress, and 

party like it’s 1987! Thursday 8PM–
12AM, Grand Ballroom A–F (Courtland 
Grand).


British Pub Trivia

A classic pub quiz format covering Brit-
ish TV, film, music, history, and culture. 
Teams of up to five compete for brag-
ging rights and the deep satisfaction of 
knowing things. No phoning a friend. 
No Googling. Absolutely no cheating. 
We’re watching. Thursday 7–9:30PM, 
Galleria 5 (Hilton).


Comedy for a Cause: Hope 

Atlanta
Let’s kick off Dragon Con with some 
stand-up comedy for a great cause! 
Bringing you a selection of the best 
local comics in Atlanta, this show fea-
tures seven comics giving their best 10 
minutes to raise funds for Hope Atlan-
ta! Thursday 8:30–10PM, Crystal Ball-
room (Hilton).


Geek Singalong!

The best possible way to kick off Drag-
on Con. Sing along to TV show and 
movie themes and songs with hun-
dreds of your closest friends. Thursday 
8:30–11PM, Grand West (Hilton).


Let’s Go Out Tonight: Rent 

30th Anniversary Sing-
Along

You are now living in America at the 
beginning of the millennium…but 30 
years (approximately 15,768,000 min-
utes) ago, Jonathan Larson introduced 
the world to Mark, Roger, Mimi, Tom, 
Angel, Maureen, Joanne, and Benny. 
Come and sing along with their stories. 
Viva La Vie Bohème! Thursday 8:30–
9:30PM, Augusta (Courtland Grand).


Dragon Con Kick-Off Cele-

bration: From Juke Joints to 
Hip Hop Dance!

Kick off Dragon Con 2026 at the ulti-
mate Juke Joint & Hip Hop Dance Party! 
Celebrate the 40th Year of the Dragon 
with some bold beats, big energy, 
& great vibes throughout the rich & 
colorful history of dance music. Show 
your moves, meet fellow fans, & thrill 
the Con with your unstoppable spirit! 
Thursday 9PM–1AM, Imperial Ball-
room (Marriott).

Check out the Parties/Events pages on 
the Daily Dragon website for more!

Arcade Gaming 
with Joystick
Come get your “game on” at the pop-
up from our friends at Joystick Game-
bar, Atlanta’s official retro arcade. 
Classic arcade cabinets and pinball 
machines are on FREE PLAY, located in 
the old Benihana space of our beloved 
food court in Peachtree Center Mall. 
Live long and party on! Wednesday 
6PM–4AM; Thursday–Sunday 10AM–
6AM; Monday, 10AM–5PM.

Parties & Events

Schedule Changes

The Vampires Are Inviting You In     by Daily Dragon Staff

The following previously confirmed 
guests are unfortunately not able to 
attend Dragon Con 2026: Jamie Bam-
ber, John Billingsley, John Glover, 
Alex Kingston, Sophie Nélisse, Billie 
Piper, Amanda Tapping, David Ten-
nant
ADDITIONS

*NEW* Georgie Leahy will be on “An 
Hour with Georgie Leahy!” Friday 7PM, 
Salon (Hil).

*NEW* Alex Matsuo and Jon Michael 
will be on “The Haunted Castles of 
New England” Saturday 10AM, Athens 
(CG).

*NEW* Georgie Leahy will be on 
“Helluva Boss Cast” Saturday 7PM, 
Salon (Hil).

*NEW* Jon Michael will be on “Spec-

tral Slander: The Bathsheba Effect” 
Sunday 10AM, Athens (CG).

*NEW* Georgie Leahy will be on 
“Meet the Hellaverse Cast” Sunday 
4PM, Salon (Hil).
CANCELLATIONS

*NEW* Aaron Sagers will not be on 
“On the Mothman Trail” Friday 4PM, 
Athens (CG).

*NEW* Raychelle Burks will not be 
on “Supergirl: Woman of Tomorrow”-
Friday 5:30PM, M302-303 (M).

*NEW* Viv Medrano will not be on 
“Meet the Hellaverse Creator!” Friday 
7PM, Salon (Hil).

*NEW* Aaron Sagers will not be on 
“Talking Strange: Haunted Lore vs. 
Haunted History – LIVE!” Saturday 
5:30PM, Capitol Ballroom (CG).

*NEW* Aaron Sagers will not be on 
“The Investigation vs. the Edit: Para-
normal TV Debated” Sunday 11:30AM, 
Athens (CG).

*NEW* Aaron Sagers will not be on 
“Paranormal Caught on Camera: Un-
seen & Behind the Scenes with Aaron 
Sagers” Sunday 5:30PM, Athens (CG).

*NEW* Ben Browder will not be on 
“The Stars of Farscape: We Don’t Say 
Goodbyes” Monday 10AM, Peachtree 
Ballroom (W).
UPDATES

*NEW* “Producing Puppet Short 
Films and Puppet Media” is now Friday 
10AM, A703 (M).

*NEW* “Family & Friends at Never-
more: Wednesday Cast” is now Friday 
11:30AM, Centennial II-IV (Hy).

CG = Courtland Grand 
AM2/3 = AmericasMart Bldg 2/3

Hy = Hyatt
M = Marriott

Hil = Hilton
W = Westin

Our vampires are there in service of 
LifeSouth Community Blood Centers, 
who have come to Dragon Con for 23 
years for the Robert A. Heinlein “Pay 
It Forward” Blood Drive. LifeSouth 
serves 40 hospitals in the Atlanta area 
and more than 150 hospitals in Florida, 
Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee. 
 
Everyone who donates will receive a 
special edition blood donor t-shirt, 
and if you make an appointment in ad-
vance, you will receive a special pin. 
Appointments are required to donate 
on Wednesday; appointments and 

walk-ins are welcomed for the rest of 
the convention!

LifeSouth will be set up to accept do-
nors on the Conference level (LL3) in 
the Hyatt Regency Atlanta during the 
following hours:

Thursday		  10AM–7PM 
Friday 		  10AM–7PM 
Saturday 		  10AM–7PM 
Sunday 		  10AM–7PM 
Monday 		  9AM–3PM

Donors must be 17 years of age or 16 
with parental consent, weigh a mini-
mum of 110 pounds, and be in good 

health. Photo ID is required. 
 
When you make an appointment, des-
ignate what type of donation you’re 
making: whole blood, double red, 
platelets, or plasma. To schedule your 
donation in advance, visit https://
www.lifesouth.org/dragoncon/. 

Keep our vampires happy or they 
might break containment!


